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IITs to discuss model for virtual tech university 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 

NEW DELHI: As part of the broader plan to expand the concept of Technology Enhanced Learning, the Indian 

Institutes of Technology ( IITs) and the Indian Institute of Science will soon meet to discuss feasibility of 

setting up of a virtual technology university.  

A workshop has been planned in September by various stakeholders including the national and international 

experts to discuss and deliberate the pros and cons of such a university including the employability of 

graduating persons in various industries and organizations.  

“It has been a dream that was articulated in the 11th plan to have a virtual tech university. The workshop that 

has been planned could be a precursor to moving in the direction. The theory part of various courses has been 

covered through NPTEL. Some experiments are also being designed under virtual labs project. Serious efforts 

have also been made in the country on standardization in the delivery process. We have to see how to take this 

forward,” Dr Kushal Sen, professor IIT Delhi, who is one of the coordinators of NPTEL said.  

The National Programme on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL), a project funded by the HRD ministry 

was first conceived in 1999 to pave the way for introducing multimedia and web technology to enhance 

learning of basic science and engineering concepts.  

 

HRD ministry to set up four new Central universities 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 

NEW DELHI: The ministry of human resource development has decided to set up four new Central Universities, viz. one 

Central Tribal University each in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, one Central University in Andhra Pradesh and Mahatma 

Gandhi Central University in Bihar. No new Central University is proposed in the State of Rajasthan. At present, there are 

40 Central Universities under the purview of HRD ministry. 

 

 First engineering college for women gets AICTE nod: Irani  
IANS  |  New Delhi   
July 23, 2014 Last Updated at 18:36 IST  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/first-engineering-college-for-women-gets-aicte-nod-irani-

114072301360_1.html 

An engineering college exclusively for women to be set up in Maharashtra has got approval from the All India 

Council for Technical Education (AICTE), union Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani said 

Wednesday. 

"According to the information furnished by the All India Council for Technical Education, it has approved one 

women's engineering college during the academic year 2014-15 in the name of 'New Horizon Institute of 

Technology and Management'," she said in a written reply in the Lok Sabha. 
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Irani also said the central government has not sanctioned any funds for the college in Thane as it is being set up 

by the New Horizon Education Society from its own funds.  

Filling up seats in IITs, NITs: HC reserves order on plea 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/filling-up-seats-in-iits-nits-hc-reserves-order-on-plea-

114072301638_1.html 

The Delhi High Court today reserved its order a plea seeking a direction to IITs and NITs to follow Centre's direction that 

a common database be prepared to ensure that seats do not remain vacant if a student takes admission in two different 

engineering colleges.  

 

"We will pass an order," a bench of Chief Justice G Rohini and Justice Rajiv Sahai Endlaw said.  

 

The court was hearing an interim application, filed in a pending PIL, by Rajeev Kumar through lawyer Prashant Bhushan.  

 

It has been alleged in the plea that IITs have been opposing "tooth and nail" the suggestion that a common database be 

prepared of all the candidates who clear the IIT and the NIT entrance examination.  

 

The common database will enable engineering colleges, run by IITs and NITs, in filling up the vacant seats in case a 

student takes up admission in two different colleges.  

 

"Suppose, a student takes up admission in an IIT in Chemical Engineering and later, takes admission in Computer Science 

stream in a NIT-run college. The common database will alert the IIT/NIT about the dual admissions and one of the 

subsequent admissions will get canceled automatically," Bhushan said.  

 

This will stop the waste of "scarce" natural resource and the vacant seat will go other deserving candidate, he said.  

 

The counsel for IIT, however, opposed the plea saying that it will open the "Pandora's box" and said that IITs only come 

to about the vacancies by the mid of September when students do not attend the classes.  

 

The Union Human Resources Development Ministry, in 2013, had come out with an order to ensure that seats, in the 

event of dual admissions, do not remain vacant in an academic year.  

 

Earlier, a PIL was filed in 2010 alleging irregularities and lack of transparency in admission process adopted by the IITs. 

IIT-B students develop low-cost kit to detect sickle-cell 

anaemia 

http://www.punemirror.in/news/india/IIT-B-students-develop-low-cost-kit-to-detect-sickle-cell-

anaemia/articleshow/38935992.cms 

KOLKATA Harnessing the technology that powers new-age mobile phones, scientists are set to develop a portable and 

affordable kit detection system for sickle-cell anaemia. 

 

Debjani Paul, Ninad Mehendale and Ammar Jagirdar from IIT-Bombay will engineer a microfluidic chip combined with a 
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mobile phonebased diagnosis platform that could be used by relatively untrained health workers in remote stretches . 

 

"About five per cent of the children affected by sickle cell anaemia die before they reach the age of two. Currently, the 

disease is detected in clinical settings by expensive techniques," Paul said. 

 

This particular project was funded through a collaboration of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation with the Indian 

government. 

 

"The patient will add a drop of blood, to a plastic microfluidic chip that is pre-loaded with reagents required to detect 

sickle cell anemia. The reacted blood will then flow to a detection zone within the chip where the red blood cells will be 

imaged by a mobile phone camera," Paul said. 

Filling up seats in IITs, NITs: Delhi High Court reserves order on 
plea  

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court today reserved its order a plea seeking a direction to IITs and NITs to follow Centre's 
direction that a common database be prepared to ensure that seats do not remain vacant if a student takes admission in 
two different engineering colleges.  
 
"We will pass an order," a bench of Chief Justice G Rohini and Justice Rajiv Sahai Endlaw said.  
 
The court was hearing an interim application, filed in a pending PIL, by Rajeev Kumar through lawyer Prashant ..  

It has been alleged in the plea that IITs have been opposing "tooth and nail" the suggestion that a common database be 
prepared of all the candidates who clear the IIT and the NIT entrance examination.  

The common database will enable engineering colleges, run by IITs and NITs, in filling up the vacant seats in case a 
student takes up admission in two different colleges.  

"Suppose, a student takes up admission in an IIT in Chemical Engineering and later, takes admission in Computer Science 
stream in a NIT-run college. The common database will alert the IIT/NIT about the dual admissions and one of the 
subsequent admissions will get canceled automatically," Bhushan said.  

This will stop the waste of "scarce" natural resource and the vacant seat will go other deserving candidate, he said.  

The counsel for IIT, however, opposed the plea saying that it will open the "Pandora's box" and said that IITs only come 
to about the vacancies by the mid of September when students do not attend the classes.  

The Union Human Resources Development Ministry, in 2013, had come out with an order to ensure that seats, in the 
event of dual admissions, do not remain vacant in an academic year.  

Earlier, a PIL was filed in 2010 alleging irregularities and lack of transparency in admission process adopted by the IITs.  
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After UGC's failure, CBSE to conduct NET 

Manash Pratim Gohain,TNN | Jul 24, 2014, 05.38 AM IST 

NEW DELHI: Central Board of Secondary Education, the country's largest exam conducting body, is all set to add another 

test to its bouquet, the National Eligibility Test. The inclusion of the test from this year will make the board the biggest 

exam conducting body, with the number of CBSE candidates set to cross 65 lakh in a year.  

 

After failing to conduct the test without hiccups, the University Grants Commission, with the HRD ministry's consent, has 

asked the CBSE to conduct the test. The decision was taken at the full commission meeting on Tuesday with near 

unanimity. The NET is conducted twice a year for grant of junior research fellowship and eligibility for assistant professor 

in institutions of higher learning.  

 

With the addition of NET, the CBSE undoubtedly becomes the largest exam conducting body globally. Apart from 

conducting the Classes X and XII Board exams for its affiliate schools, it also conducts the pre-medical entrance test, joint 

engineering entrance (main) and the central teachers eligibility test. It also conducts the Class X optional proficiency test.  

 

In a year, the CBSE has been conducting different qualifying, eligibility and entrance tests for over 63 lakh candidates. 

With NET, its number is likely to go beyond 65 lakh. In the June 29 2014 NET exam, over 33,000 candidates appeared for 

the test, which is up by 25% from that of the test conducted in December 2013. 
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